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Russian alliance, or refuse to fulfil its obligations; but it
was also clearly understood that French Cabinets of less
advanced opinions were no less anxious than the extreme
Left to go to the utmost limit in order to avoid any risk
of conflict. Such men as Doumergue, Viviani and Poin-
care took exactly the same view, and there is abundant
evidence in French as well as Russian diplomatic corre-
spondence to support the fact.
The question must arise as to whether any change of
attitude occurred at the time of the visit to St. Petersburg
and whether the French statesmen can be accused of
urging a more aggressive attitude upon their Russian
colleagues, in an ever more precarious European situa-
tion. Did President Poincare, as has been alleged,
"strengthen the hands" of the partisans of strong action
on the part of Russia against Austria? Was there then
(as has been believed) some kind of agreement between
the leaders of French and Russian policy, of which
Paleologue, the French ambassador, was aware and the
import of which he exaggerated?
The Conversations of Poincari and Viviani in
St. Petersburg
The chief documents at the disposal of the historian are
the Memoirs of Paleologue, and particularly Poincare's
own Memoirs, together with a telegram from the British
ambassador, Buchanan, to his Government which has
been often quoted.(i) To what conclusions do they
lead us?
The French Prime Minister's impression, after a pre-
liminary conversation with Sazonov on July 2oth, was
optimistic. The Russian Minister had received no news
no